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Dear Members,
Conferences are almost here as is the International Convention being held in Indianapolis 23-27th July. I hope to see many of you there.

The past six months has been a harrowing time for many of our members, floods in Queensland, Australia, earthquakes in Christchurch, New Zealand and a huge earthquake with subsequent radiation fears in Japan, all entailing loss of life, homes and creating much despair. It is truly amazing that we have not lost a member during these disasters.  I have also been amazed at the many emails sending best wishes, prayers and support to members in these countries, not just through me and Sue Martin the Division IV Vice President but also directly to those affected.  I have been asked how best we can support the Japanese people, as an organization we will not be setting up a financial fund but on advice from the Japan Region Representative, Kazuko Izumi I suggest that if you wish to make a financial donation do so through the Japanese Red Cross or a fund in your home land. Here is the Japanese Red Cross website http://www.jrc.or.jp/english/relief/l4/Vcms4_00002070.html
At our recent board meeting Parliamentarian Anita Henzler presented a Contingency paper to the board which shows the trend of dwindling membership which in turn affects the financial stability of the organization. Anita has done this exercise before and it is true to say that the trend is continuing. We need to act now to change this trend by bringing in more new members and retaining our current members. We will only retain members if we give them quality education and meet their needs.  During my acceptance speech I stated that if every member brought in one member we would double our membership, New Zealand was the first Region to pick up on this and now many individual members are embracing the ONE + ONE call. You can see their names on the What’s New page on the International website  www.powertalkinternational.com 

Are you in the ONE + ONE chain? 

Membership dues are what keep us going;  they allow us to maintain communication with our members, to have a website with wonderful education features, news from around the POWERtalk International world plus so much more. Timely payment of dues is imperative so please keep this in mind as many of you begin to think about your long break.

Now to some good news, have you looked at U-tube lately? There are some wonderful videos from Waitakere Club in New Zealand, The Sunday Club in Japan, Heart of America Club in the USA and just recently Europe 92 Region. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbJkcW7uPz4
Have you checked out POWERtalk International on Wikipedia? Or Great Britain’s blog?  Fifa club in Iceland celebrated their charter anniversary by running a 6 hour POWERtalk International course for unemployed people through the Red Cross and appeared on the national Red Cross website http://redcross.is/Apps/WebObjects/RedCross.woa/wa/dp?id=1000727&detail=1025012
I am sure that there are equally exciting things happening for many of you, please share them with us. 
Margaret

Margaret Sutherland
President 2009-2011

ONE + ONE

Every member recruit a member and watch our membership grow.
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