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Convention is right around the corner promising great training options and a business session that will provide lively debate.  Plan to be present for all business meetings, be a good listener, take notes, and keep an open mind. 
Proposed bylaw amendments will be forthcoming the latter part of March.  If you have been elected to represent your club as its delegate to the International Convention, you have been entrusted with one of the most important responsibilities in the organization for you will be making decisions that will affect the entire membership – not just those that affect your club or region.  Review the bylaws and standing rules, and discuss the proposed amendments in your club.  In looking at every amendment, ask yourself “would this amendment be beneficial and in the best interest of the entire organization, even though it does not affect my club.”  Be sure you know what you are voting on and what the result will be.  Ask questions if anything is not clear (“I rise to a point of information”).   Listen to debate, then vote your conviction or as instructed by the club you are representing.  However, many clubs prefer to send the delegate uninstructed for many, many times in debate of a proposed amendment points are brought out that could change your mind about the amendment; or a secondary amendment may be made and adopted that changes the original proposed amendment as presented to the clubs.

Discuss the candidates, paying attention to their credentials, looking for the qualifications and ability which will be assets to the International Board.  If you don’t know the candidates, and if qualifications and credentials are about equal, then discuss with a member whom you know and trust for their objective opinion.
As soon as the Credentials form is published in From the Boardroom, complete the form, sign as indicated, and mail the upper half of the form to the Credentials Chairman. It is important that the Delegate retain the duplicate (bottom half of the form) and bring it to convention to present to the credentials desk who will compare signatures for verification.

Now, it is time to pack … dressy casual for the business meetings, dressy for the installation dinner/officers’ reception.  And don’t forget to pack a copy of the International Bylaws and the proposed bylaw amendments.  See you in Indianapolis! 
    Anita
Anita L. Henzler
Parliamentarian
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